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Eve team takes its miission deep into Ethiopia
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Xﬁ-lc-n mun for many
hours hoping oye spo-
cinlists r O

Inverclyde could ve
thom ifo-changing
opoerations.

A consultant from
Inverclyde Royal Hospi-
tal ha en his o
to Ethiopia on his
annual pillgrimage to

ovoerty-str on coun-
rios -ufforlny from
inndoegunte ronlth
facilitions.

Dy Sadbu Gupta had
nlrondy made eight
trips to Asia with in

the gift
of sught

By Erlc Boxfer

‘Drishti Eye Camp’.
CDrishti’ meoeans vision
and sight in Sanskrit,
an ancient South Asian
language.)

Thhis was his first to
Afrvica, and it turned out
to be his most reward-
ing. Provious visits have
boon to Pakistan, Nopal,
Indin and Bnnglndo- .

He said t.odny “We
wore nhlo to oporate on
148 lo, lncludlng "
fow o lI ron, during the
five days we were thore.
It was vory satisfying to
opoerate On SO mMan o«
Just wish we coul have

,,.,.-

done more for the othors
who queued up every
day.”

Fl.hluplu has a popu-
lation of 72.4 million

wople — and 875,000 of

rhon\ are blind because
of cataract, trachoma
and other eoye disoasos
cnunoed by poor hygione
and flies.

Ethiopian doctors had
OO0 L0 many hopeoefuls
before the team arrvived
and put forward 250 for
treatment.

Inverclyde
ward managor
Chundoo, a regular on
the mercy trips, said:
“There wore so many
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SIGHT SAVER: In this sorles of
pictures, Dan

othor
outsi
ovory day weoe wore thoere

|)lv()gl(i waitin
hospita
that” we weore worried
thore would be & riot.™
Dy Gupta said: “We
had the time and
rosourcoes Lo troat only
about 150, so wo had to
make the difficult deci-
sion of opoerating just on
those with the most
sorious problems,

ny Chundoo soen
the patients he treated,

“These were the worst
wao had eover oncoun-

hlu poverty and the bur-

den this places on
familios.™
The team were in

Bahir Dar, & university
town of 100,000 people
200 miles from the cnpi-
tal, Addis Ababa.




